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Botanical Society of Scotland Survey 2006 – 2010

Barbra Harvie, CECS, School of Geosciences, 

The University of Edinburgh, Crew Building, West Mains Road, Edinburgh EH9 3JN

	Site Name:
	Taliesin Woodland, Kirkcudbrightshire



	Survey Title:
	Compartment 1



	Surveyor:
	Barbara E.H. Sumner


	Date:
	23rd May, 2010 & 17th August, 2010

	Map Details:
	NX792556
	Vice County Number:
	73

	Location of records:
	BSS c/o address above
	Area (ha) of site/habitats:
	Whole site is 12ha.

	Target Note/ Site description:

(continue overleaf if necessary)


	For ease of survey on Sunday, 23rd May, the whole site was divided into four compartments and separate plant lists made for each. The tree and shrub analysis was also carried out separately for each compartment. A second visit on 17th August enabled further identifications and revisions.

Compartment 1 is the flat grassy area to the left (SE) of the main path into the site from the road. The compartment is bounded on the SW by the Potterland Burn, on the SE by the wall of the adjoining Forestry Commission woodland, and on the NE by the wall along the roadside.

Formerly a cattle meadow, Compartment 1 is now rough grassland with many plants of Hemlock Water Dropwort (Oenanthe crocata). At the SE end a new pond has been created and some bare ground remains from the disturbance. Trees and shrubs are mostly concentrated along the burn, and mostly on the other side. Plantings on this side are more scattered. There is a line of mature beech trees along the roadside, which are not in the woodland but may eventually produce offspring in the woodland.

	CANOPY LAYER 

Species name
	DAFOR rating
	UNDERSTOREY/SHRUB LAYER Species name
	DAFOR rating
	GROUND LAYER 

Species name
	DAFOR rating

	Common Alder [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, F; tree, O; mat, x]
	O to F
	Blackthorn [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, x; mat, R]
	R
	Recorded on overall list for this compartment.
	

	Ash [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, LF; tree, O; mat, x]
	O to LF
	Gorse [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, O; mat, O]
	O
	
	

	Pedunculate Oak [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, O; tree, x; mat, x]
	O
	Hawthorn [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, O; tree, O; mat, x]
	O
	
	

	Rowan [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, LF; tree, x; mat, x]
	LF
	Hazel [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, x; tree, x; mat, O]
	O
	
	

	Sycamore [seed,x; sapl,x; pole,x; tree, O; mat, x]
	O
	Osier [seed, x; sapl, x; pole,O; mat, x]
	O
	
	

	Goat Willow [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, x; tree, O; mat, x]
	O
	Grey Willow [seed, x; sapl,x; pole, F; mat, F]
	F
	
	

	
	
	Purple Willow [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, R, mat, x]
	R (only one bush found)
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Site Name:

Taliesin Woodland, Kirkcudbrightshire

Survey Title:

Compartment 4

Surveyor:

Barbara E.H. Sumner

Date:

23rd May, 2010 & 17th August, 2010

Map Details:

NX791558

Vice County Number:

73

Location of records:

BSS c/o address above

Area (ha) of site/habitats:

Whole site is 12ha.

Target Note/ Site description:

(continue overleaf if necessary)

For ease of survey on Sunday, 23rd May, the whole site was divided into four compartments and separate plant lists made for each. The tree and shrub analysis was also carried out separately for each compartment. A second visit on 17th August enabled further identifications and revisions.

Compartment 4 is the small flat grassy triangular area to the right (NW) of the main path into the site from the road. From the NW tip of the triangle the SW and NE sides diverge, following the Potterland Burn and the roadside wall, respectively, until they meet the main path.

Compartment 4 is part of the same former cattle meadow as Compartment 1. However, it is more shaded than Compartment 1, partly by burnside trees and partly by mature Pedunculate Oak and Ash trees from the other side of the roadside wall. The latter are outside the boundary of Taliesin and are excluded from this survey. The rough grass in Compartment 4 is criss-crossed by many brambles.

CANOPY LAYER 

Species name

DAFOR rating

UNDERSTOREY/SHRUB LAYER Species name

DAFOR rating

GROUND LAYER 

Species name

DAFOR rating

Ash [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, O; tree, O; mat, x]

O

Blackthorn [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, R; mat, x]

R

Recorded on overall list for this compartment.

Rowan [seed, x; sapl, R; pole, x; tree, R; mat, x]

R

Gorse [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, x; mat, R]

R

Sycamore [seed,x; sapl,x; pole,R; tree, O; mat, x]

O

Hazel [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, O; tree, x; mat, x]

O

Hawthorn [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, x; tree, O; mat, x]

O

Osier [seed, x; sapl, R; pole, R; mat, x]

R

Grey Willow [seed, x; sapl, x; pole, F; tree, x; mat, x]

F

Notes: As the woodland is young, Rowan reaches the canopy layer. Normally this species would be an understorey species, overtopped by taller trees, e.g. Ash.

Abbreviations: Age classes of woody species as follows: plants of height < handspan are seedlings (seed), plants taller than seedlings but no more than breast height are saplings (sapl), plants taller than saplings but thin enough to encircle with both hands, fingers meeting, are poles (pole), plants with trunks too thick to encircle with hands, but not too thick to hug with fingers meeting are trees (tree) and plants too thick to hug are mature trees or shrubs (mat).

The DAFOR scale is a subjective estimate of abundance, with guidelines as follows: D, dominant (the species forms 50-100% of all plants in the same age-class); A, abundant (30-50%); F, frequent (15-30%); O, occasional (5-15%); R, rare (<5%). Other symbols used are: L, local; x, no plants found.


	

	

	




