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Orchards and Wild Harvest Project for Dumfries and Galloway Newsletter No 9    20th October 2010
HAPPY APPLE DAY Everyone, 

APPLE DAY Thursday 21st October, a time of tradition, feasting, storing fruit and making cider. We will be celebrating Apple Day at Threave gardens on Thursday crushing and pressing apples to make delicious juice so come and say hello 11am  3pm
Other things to do on Apple Day:-
Visit local orchards have a picnic and harvest fruit

Borrow a fruit press or get together with friends who have one and make juice to freeze or make cider
Make apple pies, baked apples, pureed apple, apple snow. jam, jellies

Play who can make the longest peel! Throw it over your shoulder the initial will be the one you marry !
See if you can drop a fork onto apples floating in a bowl of water or dook apples and get a wet face
Make toffee apples

Plant or donate a fruit tree so there’ll be fruit for future generations (form at the bottom of newsletter)
Cut an apple around it’s girth to expose Aphrodites star, makes a great print
What’s been happening
On July 17th we ran a summer pruning course at Barony College expertly taught by Brian Connelly it was very well attended and the pruning notes gleaned from the course are available on the website www.swcwt.org click on Orchards. Many thanks to Brian. 

We attended the Wildlife Festival at Allanton Sanctuary Auldgirth on 20th August and provided a display of greengages, damsons, and early apples. Some people had never seen greengages before, let alone tasted them, they were pleasantly surprised.
We did Apple Pressing and ran children’s games during three days at the Eden Festival outside the cider tent.  Apple pressing was very popular and there were many grateful recipients of fresh juice especially on the Sunday morning! Apples were provided by the Barony with many thanks!
We attended a meeting with the Gatehouse Carbon Group and arranged fruit tree planting sessions in Garries Park in the winter 
We participated in Open Doors Day at Mill on the Fleet talking to the public, pressing apples and tasting juice
The Orchard Project apple press has been lent out to several community groups 

A lesson on low carbon food and the merits of eating local, seasonal fruit was given at Creetown Primary school as part of Creetown Carbon Action together with a session making and tasting juice. 
We are delivering these lessons to ten other schools in the region and in November fruit trees will be planted at the schools as part of the Crichton Carbon Centre ‘Carbon Busters’ programme funded by the Climate Challenge Fund. 
Following a request to local hardware store Wilkinsons Castle Douglas, we have had 5 child size spades donated these will be very useful when the tree planting season begins, many thanks to Wilkinsons.
We have answered many email and telephone enquiries and advised on local varieties, diseases, suppliers and pruning.
Altogether a very eventful summer and autumn

Events coming up
Apple Day Events at Threave Gardens Thursday 21st October

Tree planting in November at primary schools in Gretna, Lockerbie, Twynham, Auchencairn, Palnackie, Dumfries, Creetown, Crossmicheal, Shawhead, Nethermill, 

Community planting at Kelton Green, Rhonehouse, Garries Park and Cally Wood Gatehouse.

The visit to see the fruit trees at Mary and Andrew Gladstone’s orchard at Craichlaw House, Kirkcowan didn’t happen I’m afraid, but there’s always next year!. 
Funding

Have you travelled by plane recently? Do you need to compensate for the carbon you created? Have you a wedding, memorial, birthday to commemorate? If so why not buy a tree and help this project work.  If you donate a tree you will receive a lovely certificate, that you can give as a gift, saying where and when the tree has been planted. Christmas is coming the gift of a tree for one of our projects helps your local community, solves a present problem and it is the ultimate low carbon present.
Gift form is at the bottom of this newsletter.
A donation of £25 covers the cost of a fruit or nut tree, stake, planting, administration, collection and delivery etc. the donation form is on www.swcwt.org orchard project.
The success of this project depends on your generosity so please help. 
We are send e- newsletters to keep people updated about what’s happening, please print and pass on to those without the technology and forward to others. 

Help

If you can help in any way please let us know - new planting areas, potential memorial gardens, school projects, help with planting, help with fund raising, and of course donations.

 ‘The Orchards and Wild Harvest Project is a local project managed by South West Community Woodlands Trust and supported entirely from public donation and the donation of trees for local community areas. 
The aim of the project is to encourage the people of Dumfries and Galloway to plant and eat locally grown fruit and nuts in order to promote health and wellbeing, enhance local biodiversity and reduce carbon emissions’. 
Contact project co-ordinator -  Jools Cox  01556 503 649 joolscox@tiscali.co.uk if you what to add your community project to our list, or have data on existing fruit trees especially prolific varieties. THANK YOU!
Donation form below
Print this page and send form to address below
PLEASE DONATE A TREE TODAY

Help us plant fruit and nut trees in Dumfries and Galloway!

To gift a tree 

Fill in details below and send to the address below with a cheque for £25 per tree

Please add the amount on the line that indicating the project you would like to support

You will receive - a presentation certificate letting you know where your tree/s are planted, the certificate can then be given as a present (one certificate per tree).

You will receive occasional communication regarding orchard/wild harvest events and information, and the satisfaction in knowing you are helping to give Dumfries and Galloway a ‘fruitful future’. 

I wish to donate a tree (or trees) to the :-

Kelton Fair Green  Rhonhouse                                                               £………….

Castle Douglas ARC Orchard 
                                               
        £………….

Fruit and Nuts for Gatehouse  Community                                           £………….
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust Orchard Caerlaverock                         £………….
Dalbeattie High School Rural Skills Fruit tree project                        £…………. 
Fruit and Nuts for New Galloway Community                                     £………….

Moffat CAN B.L.O.S.S.O.M. Community Orchard                             £………….
Corehead Forest Orchard                                                                       £………….
Twynham School edible hedge                                                                £………….                                                                 
Trees for footpaths and cycleways                                                          £………….

I wish to donate towards a local school project                                     £…………..

I wish to donate to any one of the Projects                                             £…………..

                                                                                                       Total     £…………

Name…………………………………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………………………………
Tel……………………………………………Postcode……………………………
Email (for project updates and event info)……………………………………..

I am a UK taxpayer and my donation is eligible for gift aid -  please tick…………….

Cheques to be made out to ‘South West Community Woodlands Trust’ and sent with this form to - Charles Bett (treasurer), Drumwhirn, Corsock, Castle Douglas DG7 3DX

Donation covers cost of trees, guards, stakes, help with planting, project management and maintenance plan

This is a South West Community Woodlands Trust (registered Scottish Charity) project www.swcwt.org 
