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SEASONS GREETINGS TO YOU ALL
The Orchards and Wild Harvest Project is a South West Community Woodlands Trust project and is supported entirely from public donation and donations towards trees for local community areas. 

The project is in its fourth year and is managed by Jools Cox for South West Community Woodlands Trust
 The aim of the project is to encourage the people of Dumfries and Galloway to plant and eat locally grown fruit and nuts in order to promote health and wellbeing, enhance local biodiversity and reduce carbon emissions.
This year provided a bumper apple crop, plums didn’t do so well and pears only did well where they were well protected, but all in all a good year.

Dr Crispin Hayes needs your help, he is creating a National Orchard Inventory for Scotland. The website is www.scotlandthefruit.org.uk it is still in the early stages but what would help him at this stage is a list of all the orchards that you are aware of including your own gardens. Anywhere where there are 6 or more fruit trees. 
Just email or post to him something really simple like, name of the place, (postcode or grid reference), if possible where planted on the site e.g. east of main building,  number of trees, and approx date of planting if known.

Send details direct to  Dr Crispin W. Hayes  CEnv
Principal Consultant CW Hayes Associates: Eco-Consultancy
48 Main St. Springfield Cupar, Fife KY15 5SQ Scotland
direct line: 07914 396623 or 0845 458 8335
crispin@eco-consultancy.co.uk        Many thanks

Winter pruning to reduce size of a tree or reshape, should be done in Jan/Feb on a crisp dry day.  
See pruning notes on the website www.swcwt.org click on Orchards.

What’s been happening!
During Apple Week in Oct. the Apple Press did the rounds and was used by several community groups to make juice. I gave an illustrated talk on fruit trees to Eastriggs gardening club. 

The new ‘Fruit Pockets’ project has got off to a good start. One pocket has been planted at Auchencairn Link Park with 15 more trees due to be planted in the spring and one pocket is partly planted in Dundrenan, we may need volunteers to dig in  the spring to finish that one!  I would like you all to look out for pockets of land, or a municipal flower bed that has been decommissioned (grassed over), and land available to plant a fruit tree and some fruit bushes.
I have planted trees at Troqueer School, and Kirkcudbright Community Orchard which continues to attract donations for trees and is filling up nicely.

I haven’t been quite so active this season as I fractured a vertebra in Oct. and am being a bit careful!

Forthcoming Events  –  I am constantly being asked to run a grafting course so I have arranged one for 22nd March 2014 at Corsock Village hall 11.am. Bring cuttings of an apple tree that you would like to graft, rootstock will be provided and expert tuition from Andrew Lear. 
Cost £15 which includes 2 rootstock so you will go home with 2 potential trees. Booking essential as we can only accommodate 15 people. Refreshments will be available. Please let Jools know asap if you are interested. joolscox@tiscali.co.uk  
On the website  – Fruit varieties suitable for Dumfries and Galloway www.swcwt.org 
There are many schools and communities still requiring orchard trees so why not donate a tree and receive a certificate to give as a gift. Gift form is at the bottom of this newsletter. A donation of £25 covers the cost of a fruit or nut tree, stake, planting, administration, collection and delivery etc. £100 pays for a Fruit Pocket. The success of this project depends on your continued generosity so please help. 
We send e- newsletters to keep people updated about what’s happening, please print and pass on to those without the technology and forward to others.
Help If you can help in any way please let us know - new planting areas, potential memorial gardens, school projects, help with planting, help with fund raising, and of course donations. 
Donation Form on next page, please print off and send to me if you’d like to donate.                                                              Have a great winter break and seasons greetings to you all

Jools
PLEASE DONATE A TREE TODAY

Help us plant fruit and nut trees in Dumfries and Galloway!

To gift a tree or Fruit Pocket 

Fill in details below and send to the address below with a cheque for £25 per tree or £100 per Fruit Pocket
Please add the amount on the line that indicating the project you would like to support

You will receive - a presentation certificate letting you know where your tree/s are planted, the certificate can then be given as a present (one certificate per tree).

You will receive occasional communication regarding orchard/wild harvest events and information, and the satisfaction in knowing you are helping to give Dumfries and Galloway a ‘fruitful future’. 

I wish to donate a tree (or trees) to the :-
Corehead Fruit Trees Moffat                                                                 £…………..
Kirkcudbright Community Orchard                                                     £………….

Fruit & Nuts for Gatehouse                                                                    £…………..
Wallacehall Academy ‘Wapples’ project                                               £…………..
Twynham School edible hedge                                                                £…………..                                                                 
Dumfries and Galloway ‘Fruit Pockets’                                                 £…………..
I wish to donate to a Project of your choice                                           £…………..    
                                                                                                       Total     £…………                                                                                                        Name………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………………………………
Tel……………………………………………Postcode……………………………

Email (for project updates and event info)……………………………………..
I am a UK taxpayer and my donation is eligible for gift aid -  please tick…………….
Cheques  to ‘South West Community Woodlands Trust’ and sent with this form to Jools Cox 100a Queen Street, Castle Douglas, DG7 1EH (I will pass them on to the Treasurer Charles Bett, as he is away frequently I want to ensure that certificates are sent promptly.)
Donation covers cost of trees, guards, stakes, help with planting, project management and maintenance plan

Contact project manager  Jools Cox  01556 503 649 joolscox@tiscali.co.uk if you want to add your community project to our donation list     THANK YOU!
