South West Community Woodlands Trust
Orchards and Wild Harvest Project for Dumfries and Galloway Newsletter No 12    17th October 2011
The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness is upon us and the harvest is gathered in, time for making chutneys and jam and thinking about planting fruit trees. How about giving one as a Christmas present this year?
What’s been happening – A late spring frost, and high winds in September together with a general lack of sun has resulted in a poor apple crop in southwest Scotland,  although I have had reports of a good damson and plum harvest.  If anyone does have a quantity of apples Chris Harrison of Waulkermill Cider would love to hear from you! Chris.mg3000@googlemail.com 
A summer pruning session was held at Ian Biggar and Anne Erington’s house in New Galloway in July. We were surrounded by thunder, lightening and heavy rain but managed to keep dry. Pruning new growth in the summer after the July drop, when the small fruit that isn’t going to mature has fallen off, encourages fruiting buds to set ensuring a good crop the following year. It is also keeps the tree to the shape and size you desire.
This week at Threave Estate visitor centre Jools is hosting an art and craft exhibition in aid of the Orchard Project. The private view on Wed. 12th October saw a flurry of sales and the trend has continued. The art work is being replenished daily and all the artists,local professionals, have warmed to the subject of Blossom, Fruit and Orchards and have produced some wonderful work. If you haven’t visited the exhibition yet do make time. In conjunction with the exhibition there is a children’s art competition, the winning pictures will be on view and the winners school will be given fruit trees. Apple pressing at 12 noon on 21st Oct. at Threave to celebrate Apple Day.
The Orchard Project is working with the Friends of Midpark (the new hospital that replaces the Crichton). Several trees have been donated by businesses on the Crichton estate as they benefit from the forward thinking of the original Crichton landscape designers. Jools will be planting fruit trees as part of the horticultural therapy at Midpark in December creating ‘Healing Spaces’.
Planting, and lessons on the merits of eating seasonal and local fruit, continues in schools in the Glenkens as part of the Carbon Centre’s Carbon Busters project. Troqueer and Twynham schools have benefited from the ‘donate a tree’ scheme and trees will be planted in the autumn.
Events coming up
.Winter pruning session at New Galloway January 21st email me if you are interested.. Planting at the new community garden at New Galloway. Planting with Dundrennan Community creating a community orchard.
Jools will be giving a talk at Kirkcudbright Gardening Club in November and there will discussion on planting a wildlife area with fruit trees along the newly created footpath from the cemetery. If anyone in Kirkcudbright would like to be involved in this project please let me know.

Funding

There are many schools still requiring orchard trees and Christmas is coming so please donate a tree and receive a certificate to give as a gift. Gift form is at the bottom of this newsletter. A donation of £25 covers the cost of a fruit or nut tree, stake, planting, administration, collection and delivery etc. the donation form is at the end of this newsletter. The success of this project depends on your continued generosity so please help. 
We send e- newsletters to keep people updated about what’s happening, please print and pass on to those without the technology and forward to others.
Help If you can help in any way please let us know - new planting areas, potential memorial gardens, school projects, help with planting, help with fund raising, and of course donations.
 ‘The Orchards and Wild Harvest Project is a local project managed by South West Community Woodlands Trust and supported entirely from public donation and the donation of trees for local community areas. 
The aim of the project is to encourage the people of Dumfries and Galloway to plant and eat locally grown fruit and nuts in order to promote health and wellbeing, enhance local biodiversity and reduce carbon emissions’. 
Print this page and send form to address below

PLEASE DONATE A TREE TODAY

Help us plant fruit and nut trees in Dumfries and Galloway!

To gift a tree 

Fill in details below and send to the address below with a cheque for £25 per tree

Please add the amount on the line that indicating the project you would like to support

You will receive - a presentation certificate letting you know where your tree/s are planted, the certificate can then be given as a present (one certificate per tree).

You will receive occasional communication regarding orchard/wild harvest events and information, and the satisfaction in knowing you are helping to give Dumfries and Galloway a ‘fruitful future’. 

I wish to donate a tree (or trees) to the :-
Glenkens Community Garden and Orchard                                         £………….
Friends of Midpark Dumfries ‘Healing Spaces’ Orchard                   £…………..
Fruit & Nuts for Dundrennan Community Orchard                           £…………..
Troqueer Primary School  Orchard                                                       £…………..                                                                     
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust Orchard Caerlaverock                         £…………..
Moffat CAN Community Garden and Orchard                                   £…………..
Twynham School edible hedge                                                                £…………..                                                                 
Trees for footpaths and cycleways                                                          £…………..
I wish to donate towards one of the local school projects                     £…………..        

I wish to donate to a Project of your choosing                                       £…………..    
                                                                                                       Total     £…………                                                                                                        Name………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………………………………
Tel……………………………………………Postcode……………………………
Email (for project updates and event info)……………………………………..

I am a UK taxpayer and my donation is eligible for gift aid -  please tick…………….

Cheques to be made out to ‘South West Community Woodlands Trust’ and sent with this form to - Charles Bett (treasurer), Drumwhirn, Corsock, Castle Douglas DG7 3DX

Donation covers cost of trees, guards, stakes, help with planting, project management and maintenance plan

Contact project co-ordinator  Jools Cox  01556 503 649 joolscox@tiscali.co.uk if you what to add your community project to our list     THANK YOU!
